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Introduction

This part of ISO 10993 provides guidance and requirements on the design and performance of toxicokinetic
studies.

Toxicokinetics describes the absorption, distribution, metabolism and excretion of foreign compounds in

the body with time. Essential to the evaluation of the safety of a medica!l device is consideration of the

stability of the material(s) in vivo and the disposition of leachables and degradation products. Toxicokinetic
studies may be of value in assessing the safety of materials used in the development of a medical device or
in elucidating the mechanism of observed adverse reactions The need for and extent of such studies

The potential hazard posed by a medical device may be attributed to the interactions of its components or
their metabolites with the biological system. Medical devices may release leachables (e.g. residual catalysts,
processing aids, residual monomers, fillers, antioxidants, plasticizers} and/or degradation products which
migrate from the material and have the potential to cause adverse effects in the body.

A considerable body of published literature exists on the use of toxicokinetic methods to study the fate of
chemicals in the body {see annex B). The methodologies and techniques utilized in such studies form the
basis of the guidance in this standard. A rationale for the use of this part of ISO 10993 is given in annex A.
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Biological evaluation of medical devices —

1 Scope

This part of ISO 10993 gives principles on how toxicokinetic studies relevant to medical devices should be
designed and performed. Annex A describes the considerations for inclusion of toxicokinetic studies in the
biologicai evaiuation of medicai devices.

2 Normative reference

The following standard contains provisions which, through reference in this text, constitute provisions of
this part of ISO 10993. At the time of publication, the edition indicated was valid. All standards are subject to
revision, and parties to agreements based on this part of ISO 10993 are encouraged to investigate the
possibility of applying the most recent edition of the standard indicated below. Members of IEC and ISO
maintain register of currently valid International Standards.

ISO 10993-1:1992, Biological evaluation of medical devices — Part 1. Guidance on selection of tests.

3 Definitions

For the purposes of this part of {SO 10993, the definitions given in ISO 10993-1 and the following definitions
apply.

3.1 degradation product: Product of a material which is generated by the chemical breakdown or decompo-
sition of the material.

3.2 leachable: Extractable component, such as an additive, monomeric or oligomeric constituent of

P v e Py - |

pOUytnertic imidwerial.
3.3 test substance: Degradation product or leachable used for toxicokinetic study.
3.4 absorption: Process by which a substance enters the blood and/or lymph system.

3.5 distribution: Process by which an absorbed substance and/or its metaholites circulate and partition

within the body.

3.6 metabolism: Process by which an absorbed substance is structurally changed within the body by
chemical and/or enzymatic reactions.

NOTE - The products of the initial reaction may subsequently be modified by either enzymatic or non-enzymatic
reactions prior to excretion.

3.7 excretion: Process by which an absorbed substance and/or its metabolites are removed from the body.

-—h
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3.8 bioavailability: Extent of systemic absorption of intact substance.
3.9 clearance: Rate of removal of a substance from the body by metabolism and/or excretion.

3.10 half-life (tq/2): Time for the concentration of a particular molecular species to decrease to 50% of its
initial value in the same body fluid or tissue.

3.11 mean residence time: Statistical moment related to half-life which provides a quantitative estimate of
the persistence of a substance in the body.
3.12 gpa: Maximum concentration of a substance in plasma expressed in mass per unit volume
NOTE - When the maximum concentration in fluid or tissue is being referred to, it should have an appropriate
identifier e.g. cmav liver and be expressed in mass per unit volume or mass.

3 Cmay, liver f

3.13 fhax: Time at which ¢4 is observed.

3.14 AUCq.¢: Area under the plasma concentration versus time curve, from time zero to time t following a
single dose of a substance.

NOTE - tis normally extrapolated to infinity.

3.15 AUMCq.¢+ : Area under the first moment plasma concentration versus time curve
time t following a single dose of a substance.

NOTE - tis normally extrapolated to infinity.

3.16 volume of distribution (Vg): Parameter for a single-compartment model describing the apparent
volume which would contain the amount of test substance in the body if it were uniformly distributed.

3.17 extract liquid: Liquid which is the result of the extraction process on the test material.

3.18 biodegradation: Alteration of a medical device or biomaterial involving loss of integrity and/or
performance when exposed to a physiological or simulated environment.

3.19 bioresorption: Process by which a biomaterial is degraded in the physiological environment and the
product(s) eliminated and/or absorbed.

4.2 A study protocol shall be written prior to commencement of the study. The study design, including
methods, shall be defined in this protocol. Details of areas to be defined are given below and in clause 5.

4.3 The results of leaching studies should be considered in order to determine the methods to be used for
toxicokinetic studies. Information on the chemical and physicochemical properties, surface morphology of
the material and biochemical properties of any leachable should also be considered.

NOTE - The extent and rate of release of leachables depend on the concentration at the surface, migration to the
surface within the material, solubility and flowrate in the physiological milieu.

s recommended to undertake toxicokinetic s s with a characterized ieachable or degradation
product which has the potential of being toxic. However, the performance of toxicokinetic studies on
mixtures is possible under certain conditions. An extract liguid {see IS0 10853-12), or a ground or powdered
2
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form of the material or device, may be used in exceptional circumstances and shall be justified in the study
design.

4.5 Analytical methods shall be able to detect and characterize degradation products, leachables and
metabolites in biological fluids and tissues. They shall be fully described in the study report (see 5.1.11).
Quantitative analytical methods shall be specific, sensitive and reproducible, and produce data which show
linearity over the range of expected analyte concentrations. Validation of the assay method shall be
presented in the report.

4.6 The study design shall state the physiological fluid, tissue or excreta in which analyte levels will be
determined.

NOTE - Blood is convenient to sample and thus is often the fluid of choice for kinetic parameter and absorption
studies. It is necessary to specify whether analysis is on whole blood, serum or plasma and to provide validation of this
choice. Binding to circulating proteins or red cells can he detarmined in vitro.

Lo, g e Lartuian ol et Cells Call De Cele!

4.7 The study report should contain information on analyte binding in the sample (e.g. amount and affinity)
and demonstrate that this does not lead to underestimation of analyte concentration.

4.8 There shouid be sufficient data points with adequate spacing to aliow determination of kinetic
parameters. In theory this should cover several terminal half-lives; in practice the constraints of the
analytical method may necessitate a compromise.

| =l . T P — ALl . f
9 Guidance on 1est meinoa
5.1 General considerations

5.1.1 The study shouid be performed in an appropriate sex and species. Healthy young aduit animais shouid
be acclimatized to laboratory conditions for at least 7 days. They should be transferred to individual
metabolism cages, when used, for an acclimatization period of at least 24 h. The environmental conditions
should be as recommended in guidelines for the care and use of animals {see ISC 10893-2). During the
study conventional animal diets and drinking water should be freely available unless otherwise specified in

the protocol. Animals should be randomly selected into groups for each time period studied; group sizes of

at least three for small animals and at least two for larger species should be used. At the aporopria
at €ast Inree 7or smaih animais anag at easi tWOC oI jarger species snouid be used. At tne QPPIUPIIOLU

specified times, animals should be humanely killed.

5.1.2 A non-radiolabelled test substance may be utilized providing suitable validated assay procedures for

adiolabelled 1est substa =T LLeu SULGHAT Vanlaivy assa DLl

the test substance in the relevant samples exist and the metabolism of the test substance is well
characterized.

5.1.3 If necessary the test substance should be radiolabelled in a metabolically stable position, preferably
with “C or *H, and of a suitable radiochemicai purity {>97%). When using °H, the possibility of tritium
exchange should be considered. The radiolabelled compound should be diluted, when appropriate, with
non-radiolabelled substance.

5.1.4 When using a radiolabelled compound, the specific activity and radiochemical purity of the test
substance shall be known.

5.1.5 The test substance should be administered by an appropriate route. This route should be relevant to

the use of the medical device. The test substance should be prepared in a suitable sample appropriate to

the route of dose adminictratinon The efnhlllh/ of the eamnlo under the bpronosed nditin ~f
~ LR AP Lo SRatriit e LI G, FIIT el LSRN Ly LG PlUP\JaUu Uullultlullo Ul

administration should be known and reported.

NOTE - The study design may require the inclusion of other route(s) for comparison.

w
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5.1.6 In dose balance studies, animals should be housed only in metabolism cages.

5.1.8 Controls should, wherever possible, be collected prior to dosing. In some studies collection of controis
{e.g. tissues) is not possible from the test animals and these should be obtained from a control group.

5.1.9 Collection times should be appropriate to the type of study being performed, and may be carried out,
as necessary, over periods of minutes, hours, days, weeks or even months. For studies mvolvmg excreta,
this is usually 24-h periods over at least 96 h. Where blood sampling is required, blood is collected

according to a specified scheduie ranging from minutes to hours over a period up to 72 h.
5.1.10 Toxicokinetic studies should be performed according to appropriate good laboratory practice.

5.1.11 The study report shall include the following information, where relevant:

a) strain and source of anlmaIs envuronmentalcondltlons diet, age, sex;
ht
[

c)
d) assay methods, extraction, detection, validation;

e} overall recovery of material;

f) tabulation of individual results at each time point;

g) quality standard or good laboratory practice compliance statement;
h) discussion of results;

i) interpretation of results.

5.2 Guidance on specific types of test
Gen

1u1

.2.1 General

The study should be designed to provide the necessary information for risk assessment, and therefore it is
usuaiiy not necessary to examine aii aspects.

5.2.1.1 Absorption, distribution, metabolism and excretion studies are a range of studies capable of being
performed either individually, examining one of these aspects, or collectively, examining several aspects in
one study.

5.2.1.2 Depending on the design of the study, a number of kinetic parameters may be determined including
absorpticn rate, elimination rate, AUCq i, AUMCq 4 cmaxs fmax half-ife, mean residence time, volume of
distribution and clearance.

5.2.1.3 Kinetic parameters can only be determined for a particular molecular species and hence the assay
needs to be specific and sensitive to this molecular species. True kinetic parameters of a relevant compound
can only be determined following intravenous administration. It may therefore be necessary to include a

ve ugle Qs ald =>4l HoLTssal W oariviuuc

limited intravenous admlmstratlon study in the design of the kInPflr‘ parameter studies. Th.e allows the

fraction of the dose absorbed to be calculated and this serves as a correction in estimating parameters in
other studies.

5.2.1.4 The appropriate kinetic modei shouid be used in determining the kinetic parameters. A number of
computer programs exists for estimating kinetic parameters. The software should be validated prior to use
and this validation should be documented. The assumptions entered into the program and the choices in
modelling should be documented.
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5.2.2 Absorption

Absorption depends on the route of administration, the physicochemical form of the test substance and the
vehicle. It can be estimated from blood, serum, excreta and tissue concentrations. Complete bicavailability
studies may be considered. The choice of the appropriate type of study depends on the other information
required, availability of radiolabelled material and assay method. In a kinetic parameter study, the
absorption rate constant can be estimated reliably only if sufficient samples are taken in the absorption

phase.

NOTE - In vitro methods exist which may give important information on gastrointestinai and dermai absorption of
chemicals.

5.2.3 Distribution
5.2.3.1 Distribution studies generally require radiolabelled compound. Studies may be

- quantitative, determining levels in dissected tissues,
- qualitative, using whole-body autoradiography (WBA),
- semiquantitative, using graded WBA standards.

5.2.3.2 In general, sampling times in distribution studies should be tyax, 24 h and 168 h or longer,
depending on test substance elimination. Intermediate times may be used when these additional data are
required. Sampling is normally more frequent in the early phase of absorption and elimination; however

samples need to be obtained over as muoh of the elimination phase as possible (ideally 3 to 4 half-lives) to
provide the best estimates of kinetic parameters. The major determinant is often assay sensitivity.

5.2.4 Metabolism and excretion

5.2.4.1 Metabolism cages should permit separate collection of urine and faeces throughout the study. For
studies of up to 14 days, the urine and faeces shouid be individually collected at 24 h and then every 24 h
until the end of the experiment. in some study designs, animais may be sacrificed at intermediate times.
Samples may be collected prior to 24 h when it is probable that the test substance or its metabolites will be
rapidly excreted. For studies of longer duration, sampling over the initial period should occur as for the
short-term studies. Thereafter samples should be obtained for a continuous 24 h period per assessment
period.

NOTE - The use of metabolism cages for prolonged periods may be detrimental to animal welfare. Therefore at the
longer times, representative discontinuous samples may be collected and these results extrapolated to continuous
sampling.

5.2.4.2 The carcasses and/or target organs of the individual animals should be retained for analysis, and
blood collected for analysis of plasma and whole-blood concentrations. After collection of the samples from
the metabolism cages at the sacrifice time, the cages and their traps should be washed with an appropriate
solvent. The resulting washes can be pooled and a representative fraction retained for analysis.

5.2.4.3 The recovery or calculated recovery of test substance should ideally be (100£10)% when
radiolabeiled compound is used {see the note below). The amount of test substance in each fraction should
be analysed by suitably validated procedures for either radioiabeiled or non-radiolabelied compound in the
appropriate milieu. Where a radiolabelled compound is used, both parent compound and metabolites are
assessed, unless a specific assay is used. If the radiolabelled compound cannot be sufficiently recovered in
the excreta (faeces and/or urine) or in the body, collection of expired air should be considered.

NOTE - The recovery range specified may not be achievable in all cases, and reasons for any deviation should be
stated and discussed in the report.

5.2.4.4 Levels of radioactivity in the biological milieu should be determined, for example by liquid
scintillation counting; however it must be stressed that this represents a mixed concentration of compound

n
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and metabolites, and no kinetic parameters can be derived from it. Where isolation of metabolites is
considered necessary, this may involve a number of extractions and chromatographic procedures (e.g.
high-pressure liquid chromatography, thin layer chromatography, gas-liquid chromatography), and the
resulting material should be characterized by chemical methods and a variety of physical chemistry

techniques (e.g. mass spectrometry, nuclear magnetic resonance spectroscopy).

NOTE - The use of tissues, cells, homogenates and isolated enzymes for the study of metabolism in vitro is well
documented. These methods identify potential metabolism which may not occur in vivo unless the compound is
available at the appropriate site. The extents and rates of metabolism in vitro compared to in vivo will often differ.
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Annex A

(normative)

Circumstances in which toxicokinetic studies shall be considered

A.1 Potential hazards exist in the use of most medical devices. However, it is neither necessary nor practical
to conduct toxicokinetic studies for all identifiable degradation products and leachables, nor for all medical

devices.

ed far toxicokinetic studies as part of the biological evaluation of a medical device shall be
king into account the final product and its constituent chemicals, including potential and
egradation products and leachables in combination with the intended use of the device

A.3 Where appropriate, theoretical degradation processes should be investigated prior to toxicokinetic
studies by means of in vitro experiments (e.g. tissue, homogenates or ceils), not only for animal welfare
reasons as given in 1ISO 10993-2, but also to determine probable rather than possible degradation products.

A.4 Toxicokinetic studies shall be considered if

a)
b)

e

the device is designed to be bioresorbable, or
the device is a permanent contact implant, and biodegradation or significant corrosion is

known or likely, and/or migration of leachables from the device occurs, or
substantial quantities of potentially toxic or reactive degradation products and lsachables are
likely or known to be released from a medical device into the body during clinica! use.

NOTE - The meaning of the term "substantial quantities" is dependent on the properties of the
chemicals in question.

A.5 Toxicokinetic studies are not required to be considered if

a)

=]
X,
o
o]
o}
5
o
=
o
[2]
~*
c
=2
@
[72)

the achieved or expected rates of release of degradation products and leachables from a
particular device or material have been adjudged to provide safe levels of clinical exposure
following reference to significant historical experience, or

sufficient toxicological data or toxicokinetic data relevant to the degradation products and
leachables already exist.

emd mmemsmm i o rievism [ [ I Y D
aflu Lerarnics s usudilty too IUW
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